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The Montana Voter is the newsletter of the
League of Women Voters of Montana.

League Board Members for 2010-2011 are:
Gladys Hardin, President, Missoula
Jan Young, Vice-President, Bozeman
Geneva Van Horne, Secretary, Missoula
Barbara Martin, Treasurer, Helena
Linda Andrus, Missoula
Joy Bruck, Helena
Nancy Detrick, Billings
Milly Gutkoski, Bozeman
Barbara Harris, Helena
Sally Maison, Bozeman
Theresa Schneder, Billings
Judy Mathre, Nominations Chair
Cathy Weeden, Montana Voter Editor

Contact LWVMT:
ghardin@bresnan.net
827 Woodford St., Missoula, MT 59801

www.lwvmt.org
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The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan
political organization, encourages informed
and acfive participation in govermnment,
works fo increase understanding of major
public policy issues, and influences public
policy through education and advocacy.
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CALLTO CONVENTION

THE LWV-BOZEMAN welcomes alll
members of the Montana League of
Women Voters to the Annual Con-
vention in the historic Beall Park Arts
Center near downtown Bozeman.

The Convention will begin af
11:30 on Saturday with a delicious
catered lunch and a discussion
with our lobbyist, Drew Geiger. The
business meeting will begin at 1:00.
The buffet dinner, at 6:00, will be
followed by our speaker, Superin-
tendent of Schools Denise Juneau.
On Sunday, Bozeman members will
provide a light breakfast and the
business meeting will reconvene
afterward.

This is a wonderful time to recon-
nect with long-time but far-flung
League friends and to discuss issues
vital to our state. Please plan to
attend all or any part of the Con-
vention activities. Get together with
other Leaguers in your area and
carpool on overl Bozeman mem-
bers are providing free B&B!

Enjoy the May sunshine! Stroll
beautiful downtown Bozeman and
enjoy our many, varied restaurants.
Take a side frip to Yellowstone and
look for wolves, bears and their tiny
cubs, and watch the little orange
buffalo babies cavort!

When: Saturday, May 14, 11:30 AM
to Sunday, May 15 ending atf 12:00
noon

Where: Beall Park Arts Center at 415
N. Bozeman Ave., Bozeman

An agenda and registration
formis enclosed in the Voter.
Directions: From the West on | 90,
take the 7th Street exit toward town.
Turn left on Peach Street. Drive to
Bozeman Ave. and turnright. The
cenfer is approximately 2 blocks on
the right, a large brick building with
an adjoining 2.2 acre Park.

From the East on | 90, take the Main
Street exit toward town. Turnright at
Bozeman Ave which is the first turn
past Rouse. The Beall Centeris 4
blocks and on the left,

Beall Pork Arts Cenfer is the restored hom of William and Rosa Beall, early Bozeman settlers and
co-founders of the city. It sits on 2.2 acres of park, converted from their farm.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

| feel alot of ambivalence as |
write this last President’s message.
It has been wonderful being your
President for the past two years and
sharing that spot with Joan Hurdle for
the prior two years. Meeting members
from across the State and making
League friends has been the best
part. It is really hard to be an active
League member and not be involved

in a lot of things.

National convention is a wonderful opportunity and always
sends affendees home with renewed energy and determination to
make a difference. State Legislative sessions are both exhilarating
and frustrating, but always an important place for the League voice
to be heard. The League has helped present forums on diverse
topics and celebrated internal milestones during the past year, and
already opportunities are presenting themselves for the future. | look
forward to assisting the new board in whatever way they need, and
also to working toward a revitalized Missoula league.

Thanks to all of you for giving me the opportunity to lead and fo
serve you, and for supporting me and LWVMontana. It's been great
—and I'm ready to hand off!

In League, Gladys

On Presidents’ Day, the LWVMT co-sponsored the “For
the Love of Montana” rally in Helena. The rally was for
preserving Montana’s clean and healthful environ-
ment and the laws that protect it. The 2011 legislature
has infroduced numerous bills and passed some that
weaken environmental protections and reverse sound
energy policy. Here, Anne Banks and Cathy Weeden
enjoy a lighter moment on a very cold day.

LWVUS ACTION
PRIORITIES FOR 2011

THE LWVUS BOARD has selected as ac-
tion priorities for 2011:
1. defense of clean air standards,
2. defense of national health care,
3. campaign finance reform, and
4. protecting election rights.
A second fier of priority issues
that might be acted upon if time and
funds permit and a good opportunity
presents itself include:
1. CEDAW (The Commission to End
Discrimination Against Women),
2. climate change,
3. ethics in government,
4. immigration and
5. fracking (the technique of forc-
ing liquids into an oil or gas field to
‘fracture’ the overlying rock and
increase or allow production).
More information is available on the
League website: wv.org.

N
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In March, the LWVMT co-sponsored International Women's Day with Montana Women Vote
and other women's organizations. The League hosted the workshop, “Our Montana Constitu-
tion,” where Constitutional Convention delegate Jean Bowman spoke about how the del-
egates were inspired to work together despite strong differing opinions—a lesson pertinent to
current fimes. Other workshops discussed today's political climate as it is affecting women's
reproductive rights and working women and their families. It was a rousing if sobering day,
as women legislators and officials spoke to attendees during lunch and at the rally. Above
Superintendent of Public Instruction Denise Juneau speaks.
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LOCAL LEAGUE NEWS

Bl I.I.INGS by Theresa Schneder, President

The Billings LWV had their Annual Meeting on April 7th. Newly elected were Pam Ellis as Secretary and Janice
Munsell is our new Treasurer; both will serve through 2013. Elected as at-large Directors were Constance Heidenrich
and Claire Coleman, both of whom previously served on the Board. We adopted changes to our bylaws calculated to
make them easier to read. New to the byLaws are provisions for Board decisions being made by email communication.
Our guide for Board decision by email was the National LWV suggested bylaw.

The membership voted to further investigate having a public education program on Constitution Day regarding
the “Implied Congressional Powers” of the “General Welfare,” “Necessary and Proper” and "Commerce” clauses con-
tained in Article 1, Section 8 of the US Constitution.” These are the clauses that have been used by Congress and the
President since 1792 to do everything from the Louisiana Purchase to the National Health Care Act 0f 2010.

The Development Committee reported donations of over $2,900 to our general operating and education funds
and gave us a glimpse of their future development plans.

The Board is moving right along on our ambitious goals for this year. Our Development Committee, headed by
Carole Jones, is actively implementing strategies for us to be more visible in the community, increasing our member-

(continued on p. 8, see BILLINGS)
BOZ EMAN by Sally Maison, President

Under the able leadership of Cathy Weeden, the Bozeman League made a presentation to the Bozeman City
Commission in support of climate action recommendations by the city's climate protection task force. The initio-
tive passed by a large majority, and now Cathy and her group will continue to make sure that implementation takes
place.

Cathy is also heading up an informal study of redistricting in Montana. Currently, the redistricting committee is cur-
rently holding hearings around the state on its discretionary redistricting criteria and willimplement a new map in time
for the 2014 elections.

With representatives from several other community groups, we continue to look for a way to hold a meaningful
public forum on civil discourse and mutual understanding. This will be a goal for next year.

We held our Annual Meeting on April 2 at the new Gallatin County Detention Center. After our business meeting
we were freated fo lunch, a talk by Training Director Jamie Young, and, finally, a tour of the new jail. It was fascinating.

H H.ENA by Rita Blouke

As with every legislative session, the Helena League has been busy and stretched thin. Helena members have
attended the Pro-Choice Rally, International Women's Day, the environmental support rally, and committee hearings
and floor sessions. Our January and February meetings were focused on educating the membership about bills and
positions that the League is following and on providing a workshop about how to effectively contact legislators.

On March 15 we welcomed Dennis Unsworth, ex-Commissioner of Political Practices, who talked about the chal-
lenges involved in keeping elections clean. Commissioner Unsworth is a strong advocate of campaign finance reform
and hopes the League will continue to fight for the Political Practices Office and for clean campaign legislation.

MlSSOUlA by Glady Hardin, President

LWV-Missoula has survived the past year pretty much in limbo. Our membership dropped to 21, we decided fo
drop regularly scheduled lunch meetings, and we improvised League leadership by asking the 2010 board to stay on
another year after being unable to offer a slate of officers for election.

LWV-Missoula will hold its annual meeting on Saturday, April 9. This year we propose some changes in our by-laws
that will make it easier to find leadership (we hope), we have a nominated slate of officers, a budget proposal and a
proposed program, so it looks like we are in better shape.

This is the 60th year of League in Missoula and we will be finding ways to celebrate publicly all year. We will be
working on increasing and involving our membership. We expect fo join the LWVUS study on ‘The Federal Role in Edu-
cation’ and to support the LWVUS and LWVMontana.
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BILLINGS EDUCATION STUDY REPORT

by Nancy Detrick, LWV-Billings Education Study Group

AT THE NATIONAL CONVENTION last June, LWVUS adopted a proposed study
of the Role of the Federal Government in Education. The committee working
on this study at the national level has narrowed the scope to issues of equity,
assessment, and funding.

In October, the Board gave approval to our study group to engage in a
two-year study of The Role of the Federal Government in Public Education.
The study of the federal role in pre-K through grade 12 public education is to
be limited to issues of equity, funding, and standards/assessment.

The national committee will begin with an overview of the history of the
federal role and where it is today. They will then focus on the components
of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act which will speak to equity
issues. Finally, the committee will address the Common Core Standards and
the subsequent assessment issues. We expect that this committee will soon
publish a resource list and will then publish consensus questions for our mem-
bers to address.

Our committee’s role is to provide information on these topics to our
members and to prepare our membership for the consensus process. We
think we have a good start with the information we have gained from the
book and other resources we've been investigating.

Our group has ten members at present. We have been collecting articles

related to the national conversation about the state of our education sys-
tem and proposals to fix it

continued next column
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT

The Nominating Committee presents the following slate of candidates for
2011-2013:

President: Nancy Detrick, LWV-Billings
Vice President: Roxanne Klingensmith, LWV-Bozeman
Secretary: Mary Lee Reese, LWV-Bozeman (to fill the one-year unexpired
term of Geneva Van Horne)
Nominating Committee for 2012:
Gladys Hardin
Cathy Weeden
Judy Mathre
Continuing officers and directors with terms expiring in 2012:
Barbara Martin, Treasurer, LWV-Helena
Milly Gutkoski, LWV-Bozeman
Nancy Detrick leaves a one-year unexpired term as director, which will be
filled by a nomination from the floor.
In addition, the board is comprised of:
Presidents of the local leagues (four, total)
Nominating Committee Chair
Montana Voter Editor (appointed by board)
Appointments by the board (one from each League, if possible)
—submitted by Judy Mathre and Cathy Weeden
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In addition to articles from
magazines, newspapers and the
internet, we have been reading and
discussing a recently published book
by a well-known and respected
education historian, Dianne Ravitch.
But we have talked about many
education issues facing our nation
and our state, beyond the material
in Ravitch's book.

Most of us have finished the
book, The Death and Life of the
Great American School System:
How Testing and Choice are Under-
mining Education, by Diane Rav-
itch. Ravitch addresses three main
issues in the book--The No Child Left
Behind law (NCLB--test and punish);
Choice, the story of an idea; and
the Trouble with Accountability.
Everyone in the group is very posi-
tive about the book and wants to
encourage other members to read it.

At our March 17th meeting we
began a conversation about our
timeline which includes when and
how we will inform members about
what we have learned . We are still
waiting for the national committee
working on this study to publish its
suggested reading list. Most of the
group wants to work through the
summer, developing “white papers”
on the three topics of NCLB, Choice
and Accountability. We have lots
of “con" evidence. What we will be
looking for in the next month is “pro”
evidence. Michelle Rhee, the former
chancellor of the D.C. schools is one
who would disagree with Ravitch on
a number of points. After discussion,
we Wwill develop a list of resources of
our own, both in print and online.

At our May meeting we will
develop amore solid timeline, so it
can be shared with the Board and
program chairs, and eventually, our
entire membership.

Editor: The Montana leagues
participating in the LWVUS education
study will pool resources and infor-
mation about education in Montana
for the proposed state study.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
FUND DRIVE

A RESOUNDING THANK YOU to alll
of you who have contributed so
generously to the League’s legisla-
tive action fund. We couldn't do it
without you!

Contributions received as of
April 4, 2011:

BILLINGS

Billings League, Mary Jane
Albrecht, Lois Dalton, Nancy Detrick,
Carol Gibson, Jessica Stickney, Betty
Whiting
BOZEMAN

Bozeman League, Milly Gutko-
ski, John Heaton, Linda Johnson,
Judy Mathre, Eva Patten, Mary Lee
Reese, Patti Steinmuller, Mary Vant
Hull, Doris Ward, Jan Young, Jenny
Younger, Cathy Weeden

HELENA

Helena League, Janet Braico,
Carmen Christianson, Ellen Feave,
Barbara Harris, Julie Huntington,
Barbara Martin, Marcy MclLean

MISSOULA

Carolyn Abbott, Linda Andrus,
Arlene Braun, Vivian Brooke, Catha-
rine Carey, Alice Dailey, Karen Frak-
ie, Gladys Hardin, Fern Hart, Marty
Onishuk, Jane Ragsdale, Marilen
Trotter, Geneva VanHorne

—Gladys Hardin, President, LWVMT
* Kk ok ok Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk K

Vision, Beliefs and Intentions:
The goal of the League of
Women Voters is to empower
citizens to shape better
communities worldwide.
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LEGISLATIVE REPORT

SINCE MOST OF YOU are getting a weekly report from the legislative action
committee (LAC) on specific League successes and failures af the legislature,
the following are excerpts from a much longer discussion with our lobbyist,
Drew Geiger. The LAC will continue to keep you up to date until adjourn-
ment—April 21. -Gladys Hardin, President

On Elections, HB152 was returned to the House with Senator Zinke the
only Republican voting no. This will obviously be accepted and sent to the
Governor who will certainly veto it (no word on which size brand this one
gets). The discussion is important and | can report that much of this is coming
from out of State and is a clear agenda to reduce voter turnout. It is disturbing
to see this as a partisan divide, but it is. In talking with legislators who voted in
favor, there wasn't an option to change minds.

HB180 (revise close of voter registration) is also a part of this. We were
able to table HB489 (changing residency requirements to run for office or to
vote, in committee). | think the Governor's consistency on supporting making
voting as accessible as possible will carry the day.

Beyond elections, the League can count on some environmental bills
passing and being sent to the Governor. Prominently SB317 (MEPA rewrite)
which will likely see some version of the VETO brand.

It is hard to overstate just how much Mr. Schweitzer is relishing how the
cards are being dealt. Normally there is a limit to vetoes based upon the
public perception that it is to be a rare measure as one of the key checks
and balances between the branches, but now we are into new territory. The
bottom line when legislators find themselves at odds with a governor is that it
is impossible for a consensus to rise among 150 policy makers that can chal-
lenge an individual voice with staff, a disciplined spokesperson, and an entire
executive branch of career employees. What remains to be seen is whether
the legislative leadership has an end game plan that might surpass this institu-
tional advantage.

Regardless of one's take on Schweitzer as Governor, only his most ar-
dent detractors would argue that he is not a STRONG governor. He is always
on the offense and has a finger on the pulse of both state and national public
opinion. On the surface the numbers seem daunting—68-32 in the House,

a Republican Senate and even a Republican Representative from Butte,
Americal Yet the Governor has negotiated as though he has all the cards.

As for the Legislature—newly elected legislators (38 in the House alone)
seem to have driven to Helena secure in the knowledge that they have a
mandate fo implement what their core supporters have as an interest. To be
fair, public opinion towards legislators is a bit unfair. Most serve because they
want fo make a positive difference. Their job involves long hours at low pay in
a stressful situation, with the cynicism of the public at the end of the day for
their efforts. That said, people watching the legislative show have plenty of
examples of bills, debate and dialogue to take issue with.

The expectation is that the legislature will adjourn on the 19th, not Sine
Die, and wait for a veto of HB2. The thinking is that by saving a few days they
can come back on their own fime with less negative feeling from the public.

Will the public care, or do they just want to get the job done? With
revenue forecasts continuing to increase in both legislative and executive
branches, pushing the budget down the road a way seems to help the Gov-
ernor's pitch.
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LWVMT 2011 State Convention
Sat., May 14, 11:30 — Sun., May 15, noon, Beall Arts Center, 415 N. Bozeman $t., Bozeman

Registration Form

Name Phone

Email Local League

Are you a voting delegate? (Y/N)

Convention registration ($40/person)
(includes materials and Saturday lunch and dinner)

Lunch only ($10/person)

(Chicken Caesar salad and a discussion with lobbyist, Drew Geiger)
Convention only ($5/person)
Dinner only ($25/person)

(buffet at the Beall Center and a talk by Supt. of Public Instruction, Denise Juneau)
Late fee if applicable* (after May; $5/person)

N A AEes A A

Total Enclosed
Bed and Breakfast (# of people) (compliments of Bozeman members)

Make checks payable to LWV of Bozeman and mail to Susie Becker, Registrar, 1615 S. Black #93, Bozeman, MT 59715
(or call 522-4162 after April 13).

(clip here)

Conventions are Open to all League Members. Please attend!
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RECOMMENDED PROGRAM FOR 2011-2012

THE LWV MONTANA Board of Directors recommends the following program for 2011-2012:

* Reaffirm all the current state positions with the intent of appointing a committee to review them for relevancy.

* The State Legislative Action Committee will meet through the legislative session interim and the State Board will
encourage local leagues to continue their legislative action committees for the purpose of monitoring and taking
early action, if warranted, on legislative interim committees’ proposals, referenda, legislation, or regulations
about the constitution, election issues, environmental and energy issues, and the redistricting process.

* Proposed study: Study and update the LWVMT education positions.

IT IS NOT TOO LATE to have additional suggestions considered. According to the bylaws, changes in the suggested
program made to any board member at least two weeks prior to the convention—that would be April 30th, may be
considered by the board prior to the convention.

Program includes both studies and action proposed on any adopted positions. If you have suggestions, please get
them to one of the board prior to April 30. Program proposals received after that date cannot be discussed at conven-
tion.

—Gladys Hardin, President
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LWVMT Proposed Budget, 2009-2010

09-10 Budget 09-10 Actual 10-11 Proposed 10-11 Actual* 11-12 Proposed

Income
MAL Dues $200.00 $0.00 $180.00 $100.00
General Fundraising $0.00
Gifts Received $50.00 $250.00 $0.00
Grants $0.00
Education Fund $0.00 $1,410.00 $600.00 $500.00
Other $0.00 $37.40 $800.00 $0.00
In-Kind Contributions $0.00 $25.00
Interest $200.00 $147.05 $150.00 $48.87 $50.00
Legislative Action $650.00 $0.00 $5,500.00 $2,235.00 $100.00
Member Contributions $50.00 $410.43
Pledges $300.00 $675.00 $400.00 $275.00 $400.00
PMP $1,700.00 $1,477.40 $1,525.50 $1,480.50 $1,600.00
Transfer from Reserves $765.00 $561.50 $5,166.34 $4,600.00
Total Income $3,915.00 $3,996.85 $8,917.00 $10,441.14 $7,350.00
Expenses
Board & Administration
Board Expenses $300.00 $179.74 $200.00 $231.87 $300.00
Committee Expenses $0.00
Other Board & Admin. $0.00
Membership & Fundraising $200.00 $150.00 $0.00 $100.00
Council and Convention
National $700.00 $0.00 $800.00 $1,405.58 $1,400.00
State $700.00 $650.00 $176.35 $100.00
Educational Activities $1,410.00 $600.00 $452.04 $500.00
Voter Service $100.00
PMP to LWVUS $65.00 $117.00 $89.10 $0.00
Position Support
Legislative Action $1,250.00 $1,250.00 $5,500.00 $1,250.00 $3,850.00
State Voter $600.00 $771.66 $900.00 $1,009.08 $1,100.00
Miscellaneous $329.68
Total Expense $3,915.00 $3,611.40 $8,917.00 $4,943.70 $7,350.00
Net Income/(Expense) $0.00 $385.45 $0.00 $5,497.44 $0.00
Balance in Checking 3/31/2011 $6,800.74 3/31/2010 $1,377.17
CD Balance 3/31/2011 $5,542.29

FY 2010-11 Budget Assumptions

Income:

« Ed Fund grants - we put $500 in as a rough estimate if we participate in the “We the People Symposium”.

- Legislative Action - $100 as a starting point for raising funds for the 2013 session.

« Pledges — assumed $100 per league.

« Transfer from reserves — $3200. Note that $1747.44 of this will be carried over from this past fiscal year ($5497.44 net income -
$3750.00 remaining due for legislative action). This includes the $638.27 in remaining donations for legislative action from the
2009 session.

Expenses:

« Membership - $100 for expenses to build MAL membership

« LWVUS Council/Convention - $1400 to send Nancy to LWVUS Council continued on p.8, see BUDGET
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(BILLINGS continued from p.3)

ship and generating funds for us to be financially sound. We voted to continue our Education Study Group for another
year, with plans on coordinating with the Bozeman and Missoula League's efforts.

The membership gave special recognition and thanks to Marge Eliason and Joan Hurdle who are leaving the
Board. Both of them have contributed their ideas, time, energy and money to the Billings LWV, as well as to our com-
munity, for which we are grateful. Both Joan and Marge will continue to be active participants of the League, serving
on various committees and assisting on a variety of activities from the education study group to voter registration.
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(BUDGET continued from p.7)
* Educational Activities — $500 confribution for “We the People Symposium”
* State Voter - $1100 to cover increased postage and printing costs.

* Legislative action - shows the $3750 we owe for legislative action during the 2011 session plus $100 for general
legislative action

Notes and Explanations of FY 2010-11 Income and Expenses:

* Legislative action income - includes pledges made by local leagues for legislative action, donations received
as of March 31.

* Member contributions - includes the $329.68 Bozeman League reimbursed LWVMT for printing (see miscello-
neous expense below).

* Inferest accrued except for $6.34 received on 4/7/10 has been reinvested with the CDs.

* Legislative action expense - report shows $1250 we have paid to date, but we are committed to pay an ad-
ditional $3750 for the session.

* Miscellaneous expense — $329.68 LWVMT spent for printing for Bozeman for invitations to their anniversary event.
This was reimbursed as member contributions.

* Netincome for this past year is $5497.44 that includes $5166.34 transferred from reserves.
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